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‘© Ask a PLEECEMAN.” 


When a very apparent truth has to be burked the 
most approved Government plan is to appoint a 
Royal Commission and then to delay the report. A 
very fine example of this method was exhibited by the 
Royal Commission on Tuberculosis. It took just 
three years to discover what everybody knew before 
its onerous labours commenced. 

Less important matters may often be buried 


quietly by means of a Departmental Committee. 


This method of inquiry offers one very useful feature, 
viz., that the department only call witnesses whose 
evidence they know will not be unfavourable to the 
policy of the political party who happen to be in 
power. 

A rather third-rate performance is to have a con- 
ference, to which are invited such persons as know 


diagnosis of each outbreak, and the attempt to 
supplant veterinary surgeons by gentlemen specially 
endowed for some other vocation than inspecting 
diseased pigs. 

The Circular expresses Mr. Long’s desire that the 
Local Authority may be represented by “‘ the Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee or some other 
representative,’’ and the suggestion is added that “ if 
possible, arrangements should be made for the 
attendance of the Chief Constable.’’ Note, the 
Chairman may come, but more especially the 
Policeman. 

It might have been thought that no one was so 
intimately acquainted with every side of the subject 
as the district veterinary surgeon. Of course he is 
the very last official the Board of Agriculture desires 
to hear, but we sincerely hope some of the authori- 





least about the matter. But the very last refuge for 
the destitute is—to ask a policeman. | 

The Right Hon. Walter Long has awakened to | 
the fact that after two years of strenuous play and | 
the expenditure of £200,000, the Board of Agriculture | 
can only show a large staff oi gentlemanly amateurs 
absolutely ignorant of pigs or their diseases, and an 
increase of swine-fever throughout the country. 
Nearly the last words spoken by Mr. Long in Parlia- 
ment were an assurance that ‘‘ there was good reason 
to believe that the Board had now reached a time 
when success would attend their efforts.” As a 
similar statement had, a few days before, appeared in 
The Times, we cannot blame Mr. Long—no doubt he 
was so instructed by the permanent officials who 
prompt Ministers with evasive replies to questions in 
the House. 

The time always arrives when failure and inca- | 
pacity can no longer be disguised. It has arrived at 
the Board of Agriculture, and Mr. Long has issued a | 
Circular to Local Authorities, inviting them to a 
Conference on January 11th. The Circular states 
the object of the Conference to be “ the consideration 
of the means by which the operations which have 
been undertaken against swine-fever can be brought 
to a successful issue.” The Conference must be an 
unmitigated failure if this is the only object. No 
power on earth can make ‘the operations which 
have been undertaken” a success. They are funda- 
mentally wrong, and are carried out by men who 
would Tender nugatory even properly - arranged 
regulations. “The operations which have been 
sucertahen * have wasted the taxpayers’ money, 

arassed the local authorities, been grossly unfair to 
Le of swine, and fostered the prevalence of 

isease. 
Pry. write this to advise every veterinary surgeon 
© 18 In a@ position to help, to advise his Local 








' Authority as to the real reasons of the Board’s 


imcapacity—the attempts to centralise in London the 


ties will send their professional officer to give evidence 
as to the utter and absolute impossibility of success 
ever being attained by “the operations which have 
hitherto been undertaken against swine-fever.” 





TALES oF THE TRAVELLING INSPECTORS. 


TALE 11.—Their Technical Knowledge. 


After the usual eight days, delay an inspector 
arrives at a farm to find some of the swine still alive 
and to see to the burial of the dead pigs lying about 
the yard. Pointing to one of the larger victims the 
Inspector remarks—‘‘ That boar will have to be 
killed.”’ 

Farmer.—Her ain’t a boar, her’s a sow ; them over 
there is the boars. 

Inspector (blushing).—Oh well, he will have to be 


| killed. 


TALE I11.—More Technical Knowledge. 

The sow had been killed, and portions of her 
viscera, carefully packed in an india-rubber bag, sent 
to London for the approval of the Board’s veterinary 
specialist. Her progeny—two small pigs about 
eighteen inches long—had been dead a few days, and 
the little corpses lay promiscuously about the place ; 
one a few feet from a boundary fence behind which a 
neighbour had a number of healthy pigs. The in- 
spector arrives in a fly from the railway station and 
the following conversation takes place. 

Inspector.—These pigs will have to be buried you 
know and the place disinfected. 

Owner.— Yes, sir ! 

‘‘The grave must be six feet deep and plenty of 
quick-lime put above and below them.” 

‘“‘ Yes, sir!” 

‘‘ How much lime do you think will be required ? ” 

‘*T don’t know, sir.” 

‘“‘ T suppose two tons would do?”’ 

‘“‘ Yes, sir, I should think it would.” 


Vor. VIII. 


7. 
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‘‘ How much a ton is lime? ”’ 

**T don’t know, sir.”’ 

‘**'Two tons won’t cost more than £2? Here are 
two sovereigns, you will get. the lime and see them 
buried. I can’t stop, or I shall miss my train. 

“Thank you, sir. I will have it all done properly.” 

% * * * * 


Details are at the service of a Parliamentary Com- 
mittee, when required. 





CASES AND ARTICLES. 
SrmuLants AND CounTER-IRRITANTS IN THE TREAT- 
MENT OF Resprratory DiskEaseEs. 


By E. F. De Jone, L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S.E., F.R.C.V.S. 








Under the above heading in this week’s Record, I 


have read a very interesting and instructive article, | 
and abdominal pain. 
_of tympany and constipation, and castor oil was given 


which has led me to write a few words on the subject. 

There is not the slightest doubt that a lot of prac- 
titioners are very dogmatic in their treatment, and be- 
cause their forefathers used to apply counter-irritants 
and administer stimulants in every chest affection, 
they must do the same. Some practitioners, directly 








the temperature is elevated and the breathing accel- 








FATALITY AMONGST PUPPIES. 
sy T. G. Panuerave, Vet. Student. 





The following particulars may perhaps be not un- 
worthy of publication. A pug bitch gave birth to a 
litter of six puppies, two of which died at birth. Of 
the remainder, three were given to friends of the 
owner all of whom lived in different quarters of the 
city, and the fourth one remained with the bitch. 

No. 1 was removed when about six weeks: old ; 
No. 2 on the following day; No. 3 two days later— 
all within four days. 

Upon the 13th of November -(the puppies were 
born on the 4th of the preceding month) No. 2 
showed signs of sickness, and was taken to Mr. W. 
Anderson, F.R.C.V.S., Glasgow, upon the 14th. 

The symptoms were laboured respiration, gasping, 
The case was diagnosed as one 


which caused the bowels to act, but the tympany and 
laboured respiration remained unrelieved. Chloro- 
dyne mv. and spts. ammon. aromat. mv. were then 
administered, and hot fomentations were applied to 
the abdomen. There was cessation of the pain for 


erated,apply mustard to the throat, sides, and.along , about four hours, after which it returned and chloro- 
the trachea to the sternum, and administer alcohol. | dyne and spts. ammon. aromat. were again given in 
A number of these cases got better, perhaps, because | the same quantity as before, but the puppy died that 


there was no organic change, and therefore the con- | 


clusion arrived at is that this treatment is the correct | 
one, and they will never be convinced to the contrary. 

On the other hand, others allow such cases to take 
their course and they have also a successful issue, and , 
therefore it is that differences of opinion will always | 
exist. 

However, there is a time and place for everything. 
Take for example a case of pneumonia. This is a 
disease which runs a definite course, and in my. 
opinion the treatment should be greatly expectant on 
the part of the practitioner, being on the alert, however, 
for any untoward symptom which may present itself. 
But there are times in this disease when a stimulant 
is called for, death most frequently arising from 
failure of the heart’s action. It is when the pulse 
becomes weak and the first sound of the heart feeble 
that stimulants are called for. Again, during resolu- 
lution, when the exudation is breaking up and 
becoming absorbed a counter-irritant applied to the 
chest often proves of great benefit in hastening the 
process. Of course, we cannot neglect, when it is 
possible, to place the animal under the best hyvienic 
conditions, this being a most important factor in the 
treatment of all diseases. 

Dietetic treatment should also not be forgotten, and | 
in cases where horses won’t eat anything rectal 
alimentation may be tried. The subject may be dis- 
cussed for days and yet the one will use his stimu- 
lants and counter-irritation in every case, and the 
other will let his animal die for the want of the timely 
use of them. 

In conclusion, [ have not the slightest hesitation in | 


‘and trachea healthy in each case ; lungs, live 
kidneys, and intestines healthy in each cas 
what paler than normal. 


No. 2 was slightly distended with gas, and 
coil of human hair was found lying free 10 ¢ 
dus. Otherwise the stomach appeared he 
saying that stimulants and counter-irritants when | pale, as in the other three. 
used at the proper time and place are most beneficial | was large, the walls flaccid, and both ventr! 
in the treatment of the respiratory diseases of the horse. | filled with clotted blood which was almost 


day showing at the time of, and shortly before, its 
death strongly marked symptoms of asphyxia. 
Upon the 15th No. 4 was brought to Mr. Ander- 
son exhibiting precisely the same symptoms as No. 
2. It was given chlorodyne mv., whiskey, 3ss, which 
relieved the pain until night when the symptoms re- 
turned ; whisky 3ss. was again given, and the pain 
appeared to be relieved. The next morning the 
puppy seemed to be much better, but during the 
afternoon the pain and laboured respiration returned. 
Spts. ammon. aromat. mv., ether sulph, mv., and ol. 


'menth. pip miii were given to it, but the puppy died 


shortly afterwards. 

Upon the same day (Nov 15th) No. 3 was brought 
in for treatment. The symptoms were identical 
with those shown by the two preceding puppies. It 
was given about half a teaspoonful of brandy, and 
after some time a similar quantity of whisky; also In 
halations of steam medicated with sanitas. The puppy 
died that night. 

On November the 23rd No. 1 was affected and ex 
hibited symptoms like that shown by the other three. 
It received the same treatment as No. 3, the inbala- 
tions excepted, but it also died. - 

By Mr. Anderson’s directions an autopsy W* 


made in each case with the following results: — 
r, Sp eeu, 
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colour. I may add that in each case the autopsy 
was made shortly after death. 

Perhaps some of your readers may have met with 
a similar case, or may be able to make some sug- 
gestions as to the probable cause of death in the above 
cases. 








THE VETERINARIAN AND LEGISLATION. 


Tue SHeEep-Scas Orper or 1895. 


This Order which came into operation on the Ist 





of April last provides that any person having or 


having had in his possession or under his charge a 
sheep affected with or suspected of sheep-scab shall 
give notice to the police and the police notify the 
Inspector of the Local Authority. 

Persons having sheep affected with sheep-scab shall 


ping or other remedy for sheep-scab, and any person 
failing to do so is deemed to be guilty of an offence 
against the Act. 

Local Authorities may make such regulations as 
they think fit for the fcllowing purposes or any of 
them :— 

Cleansing and disinfection of places, utensils, etc. 

For prohibiting or regulating the movement out of 
any infected place of sheep, skin, fleece, or wool, 
fodder, litter, etc. 

For regulating the movement of sheep in or into 
their district, and for regulating or prohibiting sales 
and exhibitions of sheep. 

Copies of all regulations made by Local Authori- 
ties must be sent to the Railway Clearing House, 
Seymour Street, N.W., and to the Board of Agri- 
culture. | 
_ It shall not be lawful for any person to expose | 
in a market or fair, or other public or private place 
where sheep are commonly exposed for sale, to send 
or carry or cause to be sent or carried on a railway, | 
canal, river, or inland navigation, or in a coasting | 
vessel, to carry, lead, or drive, or cause to be carried, 


| The Order extends to England, Wales, and Scot- 


| Physicians and Surgeons, Victoria Embankment. | 


The Local Authority may recover summarily the 
expenses of the execution by them or by their officers 
these provisions from the owner of the sheep seized, Not 
or from the consigner or consignee thereof. | 

Any officer detaining a sheep under this Order i it 
| shall cause it to be supplied with requisite food and na 
water during its detention, and the expenses so in- 
curred may be recovered summarily from the person 
having charge of the sheep or from its owner. 

Movement licenses under this Order shall only be 
granted where, in the opinion of the Local Authority 
or their Inspector, the granting of such license is a 
necessary or expedient. 1 | 

Though the provisions of this Order must be en- 
forced by the Local Authority, the Board of Agri- 
culture reserves the right to exercise any or all of 1 
such powers. i 





‘land. 





Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


Tae Examinations 1x Lonpon. 1 


The Written Examination in the various Classes 
was held on Wednesday, December 11th in London at 
the Examination Hall of the Royal College of 


The Oral Examinations at a Meeting of the Court of 
Examiners, 10 Red Lion Square on and between 18th 
and 20th, and the practical portion of the Final Ex- 
amination and Class B at the Royal Veterinary 
College, Camden Town, on and between December 
18th and 23rd. 


The followiug students passed their Final exami- 








led, or driven on a highway or thoroughfare, to place 
or keep on common or uninclosed land, or in a field | 
or place insufficiently fenced, to graze on pasture, | 
being on the sides of a highway, or to allow to stray | 
ona highway or thoroughfare, or on the sides thereof, | 
a diseased or suspected sheep. | 
_ Where a sheep is exposed or otherwise dealt with | 
'n contravention of the last preceding provision if it | 
1s diseased the Local inspector may seize and detain 
it, and if not slaughtered remove it to some con- 
venient place and be there kept isolated for such time 
as the Local Authority think expedient; if it is | 
Suspected it may be slaughtered by permission of the | 
owner at the place where it it is seized or removed to | 
the nearest available slaughterhouse for slaughter, or | 
“ety be moved to some convenient place and be there | 
€pt isolated for such time as the Local Authority | 
think expedient. 
one or other place in which a diseased sheep | 
a €n seized cannot again be occupied until it has | 
€n certified by a Veterinary Inspector that that 
Portion of the market has been, as far as practicable, 





nation :— 
Mr. Thos. McCaffery Mr. G. Dunne 
H. Barnard G. Elmes 
L. Barnard T. S. Grove 
W. R. Clarke W. G. Gillam 
R. G. Gillard A. R. Grimes 
E. L. Stroud W. Golding 
J.P. Murphy F. B. Hodgkinson 
W. A. Bull R.F.St.Clair Houston 
H. H. Nicholls | A. O, Johnson 
G. H. Parr H. A. Idenden 
A. L. Farrant E. W. Parks 
J. A. Moffett S. W. Pratt 
C. E. Parker J. Pagh 
P. Duffy C. Peirce 
H. P. Hogben | Robt. Platt 
W. Beddard B. Sumner 


Mr. G. Watkins. 


The following students passed their Second ex- 


amination :—- 
Mr. E. Fenner be Mr. H. Mitton 
W. G. Green C. J. Sanderson 
R. C. Cochrane G. P. Knott 
* EK. T. Ensor * C, M. Park 
F. C. Hobbs J. B. Walker 
A. 5. Head | + W. M. Williams 
Mr. B. Young. 
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The following students passed their First exami- 
nation :— 
Mr. H. B. Elphick Mr. F. H. Ingersoll 
H. W. Fernandes C. H. Jolliffe 
J. P. Stableforth. 
Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours. 
First . ~ 
ArtHur W. HItt, 
Secretary and Registrar. 


” ” t ” ” 








Tue ExXaMINTAIONS IN SCOTLAND. 


At meetings of the Board of Examiners held in 
Edinburgh and in Glasgow on and between Decem- 
ber 1lthand 17th. The following gentlemen passed 
their final examination and were admitted members 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Dick CoLLEGE. 


Mr. D. Bolton, Athlone 
J. H. Carr, Kingstown 
J.J. Edgar, Elgin 
P. M. Edgar, Daventry 
* F. G. Edwards, Chester 
S. W. Haffield, Kingstown 
J.C. Heather, Newry 
N. Irvin, North Shields 
* G. Moir, Clany 
A. J. Sellars, Manchester 
J. M. Sinclair, Moy 
J.M. Watson, Kirkcudbright 
F. 8. Clay, Nuneaton 
J. H. Conway, Cookstown 
A. M. McClew, Portpatrick 
T. K. Ramsey, Dublin 
E. Weynahav, Cork, 


New Co.uweae. 


Mr. W. Broomhead, Sheffield 
T. Bowlar, Blackpool 
J.C. De Ville, Uttoxeter 
A. Ferens, Durham 
J.E. Hardie, York 
R. H. Knight, Bolton 
R. Rawlins, Chesterfield 
A. O. Hughes, St. Asaph 
J.T. Allen, Derby 
J. McThail, Edinburgh 


GLasacow COLLEGE. 


Mr. G. Mayall, Mossley 
J. M. Sterling, Kippin 
* A.S. Adams, Glasgow 
J, Paton, Perth 
D. Wyllie, Ayr 
Those marked with an * being under the required age 
have not been allowed to register, and their diplomas have 
in the meantime been withheld. 


The following gentlemen passed their Second 
Examination :— 
Dick COLLEGE. 
P. J. McCloghry 
F. J. Pringle 
J. Robertson 


Mr. M. Allan 
D. C. Barmingham 
B. 8. Cockerton 





S. Craig A. Scott 
J. Dixon R. C. Smith 
C. Goundry + R. Wall 
J. Grant T. Wilkinson 
T. F. Hall | * A.J. Williams 
J. A. Hewson J. B. Kay 

* J. E. Holroyd E. Launder 
A. F. 8. Jackson H. Leyshon 


New CouueEce. 


* A. P. Beesley A. J. O’ Leary 
+ J. D. Knowles * R. D. Williams 
* J. H. Lomas R. J. Bailey 
A. Lawrie * H. A. Ferguson 
M. J. Mitchell 
Giascow COLLEGE. 
* A. G. Simpson W. Crawford 
* D. Jack W. Kilpatrick 
J. Reynard D. Walker 
E. P. Jenkins A. Fraser 
J. McIntyre * H. O'Neil 
J. Crawford 








The following gentlemen passed their First 
Examination. , 
Dick CoLueae. ° 
Mr. J. Cowan Mr. A. Newell 
P. Donovan * J. J. O’Connor 
W. Lawson E. O’ Neil 
New CouueEae. 
Mr. D. McDonald Mr. W. F. Wilson 
C. R. ‘Twist 
Guiascow COLLEGE. 
Mr. E. Souter Mr. J. Baird 
A. M. Spittal J. P. Small 
Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours. 
3° ” ” ” First ” ” 


R. RurHerrorp, F.R.C.V.S. ~ 
Secretary to the Board of Examiners. 
Edinburgh, Dec. 23rd, 1895. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 





MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 





A quarterly meeting of the Association was held at the 
Hop Market Hotel, Worcester, on Tuesday afternoon, 
the 12th of November. In the unavvidable absence, 
through indisposition, of the president (Mr. G. Wartuaby, 
of Burton-on-Trent), the chair was taken by Mr. Carles, 
of Worcester, one of the vice-presidents. There were 
also present Prof. Pritchard, Messrs. Blakeway, Malcolm 
Gibson, Birmingham ; Collett, West Bromwich ; Smith, 
Tunstall; Huband, Cheltenham; Burchnall, Lough- 
borough: Green, Alfreton; Pemberton, Bridgnorth; 
Pritchard, Cartwright, Wolverhampton; A. Carles, 
Stafford ; Barling, Ross ; Gooch, Stamford ; Dawes, hou. 
sec., West Bromwich. Visitors: T. D. Walker, Walsall; 
and F. Foster, Worcester. 

Letters and telegrams of apology for inability to be 
present were read from the following: Professors Pen- 
berthy, Macqueen, McFadyean, McCall, Williams, 5! 





H. J. Simpson, Messrs. Prickett, T. Coe, J. W. ©0®, 
Bambridge, Aris, Grasby, Barrett, J. G. Crowhurst, 


| Merrick, Jones, Wolstenholme, Trigger, J. F. Simpso; 
| Olver, E. G. Crowhurst, A. Green, Spencer, and others. 





NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS. 


The Hon. Szc., at the request and on the behalf of the 
President, made the following nominations for member- 
ship: Messrs. Frank H. Gibbings, F.R.C.V.5., — 
ham; Charles Taylor, Nottingham; William Herber 


Taylor, Nottingham ; and James Whyte, Tenbury, Wor 
; cestershire. 
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The election of gentlemen whose names had been duly 
nominated at the previous meeting was next proceeded 
with, and no opposition was offered in either instance. 
The names were: Mr. A. B. Forsyth, Cannock, proposed 
by Mr. Collett (in the absence of his nominator, Mr, 
Prickett), and seconded by the Hon. Sec. ; Mr. J. Simp- 
son, Maidenhead, proposed by Mr. Barling and seconded 
by Mr. Blakeway ; and Mr. Evans, Stratford ; proposed 
by the Chairman, and seconded by Mr. Malcolm. 

The Hon. Src. read a letter, addressed to the Presi- 
dent by Professor Macqueen. It was resolved that the 
subject of the letter be placed on the agenda for the next 
meeting. 

The motion on the purchase of tooth shears was 
ordered to stand over to the next meeting, through the 
absence of the proposer. 


ON FISTULA. 
ADDRESS BY PROFESSOR PRITCHARD. 





In the course of his remarks Professor Pritchard said 
the difficulty which he experienced in coming to a meet- 
ing of this description was that of selecting a subject 
likely to obtain general approval, Veterinary medical 
associations had. been in vogue many years, and papers of 
all kinds had been introduced over and over again. He 
even thought he himself must plead guilty to having in- 
troduced this very subject on some previous occasion, 
but fistula, to his mind, was not an inappropriate topic 
for an occasion like the present. For one reason, it ap- 
peared in many parts of the horse, and the opiuions that 
were held concerning the treatment of it varied very con- 
siderably. Therefore, it was a subject which most of 
them knew something about, and consequently it was a 
subject with regard to the treatment of which a good 
many of them held different opinions. Under those cir- 
cumstances it certainly must be a subject calculated to 
give rise to a profitable discussion, for he always held 
that a meeting of veterinary medical associations which 
listened to a paper or an address and then eschewed dis- 
cussion was next door to a failure. To attempt to ex- 
haust the subject was out of the question, and therefore 
he should first of all confine himself to speaking on 
fistula generally, to speak of the structures in which it 
was to be found, to deal with the causes that gave rise to 
it, and then to make some general remarks with reference 
to special cases which they met with in which parts of 
the horse’s body. Fistula was the condition of a portion 
of a structure of the body, associated with the formation 
of tubes, commonly called sinuses. Many of those pre- 


sent might have thought he should have used the word | 


“wound,”’ but they sometimes had fistula where there 
Was ho external evidence of a wound, although subse- 
quently a wound might make its appearance—but the 
fistula might nevertheless as completely exist without the 
appearance of a wound on the surface, as if there were 


was scarcely a structure in the body that might not be- 
come involved in fistula. He himself had experienced a 
case of fistula of the ear of a horse, which was a highly 
organised structure. They sometimes found it in the 
anus, though it was not so frequently the case with the 
horse as it was with the dog, or still more so, the human 
subject. Still fistula was more frequently found in 
structures which were lowly organised, such as the 
coronet, the poll, the withers and so on. Now, what 
were the causes! Injury through external violence 
should be placed first in the category. A quittor was 
perhaps as frequently formed as the result of iujury to 
the coronet as any other cause that could be named. 
Fistula of the withers principally resulted from injury 
either through rolling and crushing the withers, or, as 
was perhaps most frequently the case, through a crush 
from thesaddle. But there were other causes which gave 
rise to fistula, besides injury. It might result from bad 
surgery. An operation improperly performed, interfer- 
ing with structures which such operation ought not to 
affect would give rise to the formation of fistula, In- 
jury at another part some little distance from where fis- 
tula subsequently made its appearance, would give rise to 
it. There were still further causes which gavs rise to 
fistula, but we would leave them for those present to sug- 
gest in the course of the discussion if they thought 
well, 

Let them next consider some of the special forms of 
fistula, and he would first take the form which most fre- 
quently happened, namely quittors. A quittor might be 
produced through injury. He had heard it said that 
frost bites would cause quittors, but of that he, person- 
ally, had very grave doubts. Horses that were “ pricked ” 
or “ bound ”’ in shoeing, or horses suffering from separa- 
ted corns would suffer from quittors. Let them probe a 
quittor, and they would find there were tubes frequently 
running in more than one direction. 

All manners of treatment had been adopted—some 
advocated the use of the actual cautery, or the introduc- 
tion of strong caustic agents ; bi-chloride of mercury for 
example had been used to destroy the sinus. Others— 
himself amongst them—had recourse to the use of the 
bistoury and the injection afterwards of a strong solution 
or a strong caustic—he preferred saturated solution of 








Al . . Ld j 
awound. For example, a horse might receive a bruise | 


to his coronet—where fistula most frequently formed— 
and before the wound could break out the fistula would 
be in existence. Before going further just let him say a 
word with regard to those tubes. Some scientists had 
endeavoured to draw a distinction between a sinus and 


fistula, but to his (Professor Pritchard’s) mind, it was a | 


= of splitting straws. In the one it was said the tube 
fommunicated with a number, while in the other the 
neo was a blind cul de sac. He had said that fistula 
js ini its appearance in certain structures, and the general 
that oa probably, without thought--was 
low] fe necessary that the structure should be of a 
. se ganised character for fistula to exist in it. Now, 
own sy willing to admit—indeed, he should lay it 
fistul : act—that where they more frequently found 
4, the structures were lowly organised ; but, at the 


“ame time, he must also strongly lay it down that there 





chloride of zinc. But whether they carried out one line 
of treatment or another they must either partly or 
wholly destroy the wall of that sinus, whether by plug- 
ging with caustic, by the introduction of the actual cau- 
tery. or by the use of the bistoury. They could not 
possibly succeed unless they destroyed, either partly or 
wholly, the wall of the sinus. The only other point in 
connection with the line of treatment which we should 
adopt is the nearest way to go to work. He had tried 
them all, and he had also told them what he had suc- 
ceeded with beiter than anything else, but there was a 
way to make this incision when using the, bistoury—a 
wrong way andaright way. He never hesitated to make 
a bold incision in the coronary band. They were told 
they would perhaps have a “ false quarter ’’—an expres- 
sion which ought to be effaced from the dictionary—which 
meant that the growth of the horn afterwards represen- 
ted something irregular. On putting the probe in the 
sinus they might find it extend right down to the lateral 
cartilage ; instead of putting the bistoury in and slitting 
in a downward direction, and so dividing the coronary 
band transversely, the incision should be made obliquely, 
that would not only facilitate the healing of the wound, 
but the coronary band would become as complete as 
ever it was, and no interference with its function would 
take place. 

The next most frequent form of fistula they met with 
was in the withers, and he need not make any remarks ag 
to what gave rise to it, beyond what he had already said, 
lt was largely due to injury, and the treatment which he 
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should adopt was very similar to the line of treatment 
which he should adopt in a case of quittor. 

With regard to poll-evil, they did not see so many 
cases now as they used to, and that was attributed to the 
fact that stables were now built so much better than 
they used to be. It was more difficult to cure than 
quittor or fistula of the withers. One reason for that 
unquestionably was the greater number of layers of 
fascia in connection with the muscles there ; and another 
reason was the great amount of movement which took 
place there. Quietness of the part affected was necessary 
to effect a speedy cure, and it was beyond a horse’s 
capability to keep his head quiet for long together. They 
had, therefore, not only to deal with an extra quantity 
of lowly organised material, but also to counteract the 
fact of a greater amount of movement than in any other 
part of the body where fistula occurred. The treatment 
was exactly the same as in the other two cases. Use the 
knife boldly, for to make a good case of poll-evil, a man 
must be a good surgeon. They need not be afraid of 
any dangerous hemorrhage. 

He now passed to another kind of fistula, which was 
not generally accepted as being fistula at all. He referred 
to scirrhous cord. He had opportunities of examining 
that condition of the animal both during life and after 
death, and he had never yet seen a case of scirrhous cord 
without finding in its centre a sinus, and one as well 
developed as was to be found in any other part of the 
body. In operating upon those cases, where he had 
been unable to remove the whole of the substance, he 
had found that if he removed a portion of it as high as 
he could follow the thickening up, the same results 
accrued as if he removed the whole. 

Having alluded in greater detail to his experience of a 
case of sinus at the root of the ear, which he said was a 
most difficult case to deal with, Professor Pritchard con- 
cluded his remarks by a reference to a case of fistula in 
the salivary duct. That was principally the result of 
injury, such as a kick from another horse, and they got a 
flow of saliva from the face. If they could deal with 
those cases directly after the accident had happened, it 
would be a tolerably easy matter, but when the parts had 
become partly healed and the edges of the wound 
indurated it was often extremely difficult to bring about 
a permanent closing of the orifice. In cases of that 
description he advised scarifyiug the edges of the wound, 
the application of a blister around the margin of it, and 


the painting on frequently a solution of bi-chloride of | 


mercury of the strength of one to eight. It would be 
the last thing he should do to destroy the duct. 
Refore sitting down, he expressed the hope that he had 
said sufficient to excite some little interest in the minds 
of those present and that a profitable discussion would 
take place. 
Discussion. 


Mr. W. Carcess (Stafford), in opening the discussion 
said they had all learned something important that day 
and he hoped the members wonld be able to turn it to 
profitable account. Fistula was a thing which they all 
had to contend with, and in large towns they got more 
fistula of the feet than he did where he lived. Those 
cases were not so Dice to treat, nor so successful as they 
could always wish. He thought the boldest method. ag 
Professor Pritchard had described, was the shortest ‘the 
safest, and the must effectual. The knife and the hot 


iron were always the two instruments he preferred to 


have with him when he saw acase of fistula. He thought 
these were often inclined to interfere with the thing too 
much, a thorough doing in the first instance was suffi- 
cient and then give Nature a chance Add to that as 


much quietness as possible, and he thought th 
before them the best method of proceedure, He mg 
approved of the idea of exploring with ihe finger, they 


were apt in that way to make some sinuses and leave 
the one they were in search of altogether alone. The 
quieter the parts could be kept after the operation the 
sooner would they get well. If they had a good opening 
and it was irrigated with some mild antiseptic lotion, 
their case would, in his opinion, succeed much better. 
Mr. Matcoum joined in thanking Professor Pritchard 
for his instructive address. Few questions could be 
dealt with of more practical moment than fistula. Person- 
ally, although he worked in a large town, he could not 
claim to have many cases of quittor, for he rarely if ever 
saw them. He had, however, at one time had a lot to 
do with poll-evil and fistulous withers. He referred to 
the time when he was engaged in colliery practice, and 
he thought the low seams had a good deal to do with it, 
He also found that the boldest surgery was the best. In 
connection with scirrhous cord, he was both interested 
and instructed by the Professor, when the latter said that 


practically the same results as if they removed the whole 
of it, As that was a fact in the Professor’s own experi- 
ence, it must be of interest to all of them. It they had 
much scirrhous cord to deal with, and had much diffi- 
culty in removing the whole of it, it was certainly as well 
for them to know that by removing a certain portion of 
it they wonld secure as good results as if they removed 
the whole of it. To learn that fact alone, in his opinion, 
would well repay anyone for attending that meeting. 
Mr. Hupanp said it was like old times listening to 
Professor Pritchard. In regard to sc:rrhous cord it was 
quite a new idea to him that the result of operating in 
part would be followed by equally satisfactory results as 





if the operation was complete. He joined in Tie ex- 
|pression of thanks to Professor Pritchard for giving 
| them the benefit of his long and varied experience. 

| Mr. Goocn, who was next invited to take part in the 
| discussion, said he had no criticism to offer upon Pro- 
fessor Pritchard’s address, which had been a source of 
much interest to him. 

Mr. BaRLING was very much struck by what tho Pro- 
fessor had said with respect to scirrhous cord. He hiw- 
self had always endeavoured to get beyond the seat of 
the disease, otherwise he never thought he should be 
successful. He agreed with the Professor about the use 
of the knife, but he himself was most in favour of the 
actual cautery. There was no wound so healthy as that 
made by the cautery. 





Mr. Buakeway said he had been very much interested 
| in listening to the address, but it occurred to him that tt 
| wade them inclined to think the treatment of fistula was 
‘a very simple matter after all. As a matter of fact, how: 
ever, there were few more tiresome cases to deal with. 
| He thought few practitioners were anxious to treat po 
| evil if they could avoid it, but if they did treat it, 1t wa 
better to get the case in their own infirmary. He had 
_ always found that the best form of treatment was the 
| free use of the knife: If they could feel the end of the 
sinus with their finger they would do well to put 1 # 
small plug of bi chloride of mercury. ILrrigation ve 
| cold water was what he also recommended. He was gl 
to hear Professor Pritchard allude to fistula of the & 
| It constituted unsoundness, and unless a man Was a4 
ful it was possible for him to pass a horse as sound with 
/a small fistula at the root of the ear. He was corp 
to hear what the Professor said about the treatment s 
scirrhous cord. In operating upon it he had ere 
himself been of the opinion that he must get oh « 
| bottom—or rather the top—of the thing. If it cou “ 
| successfully treated by removing a portion of it, they 
the whole matter in a nut-shell. j - 
| Mr. Green sajd the form of fistula with which oe 
| most cognisant was quittor, particularly 12 . iat 
horses. He was not blessed with the best of 5 see 
smiths, and pricks and other injuries did almos 











if they removed a certain section of it, they would have : 
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parable mischief. He could thoroughly bear out what 
Professor Pritchard had said about the use of the knife 
in the coronary band. He had operated upon a score or 
more pit horses during the last ten years, and he had 
been particularly bold in his treatment because they 


were not animals of great value. Where he had used the | 


knife freely, he had always had better results than when, 
in the cases of valuable horses, he had acted with greater 
caution, With regard to scirrhous cord, he had always 
been under the impression that the more substance he 
removed, the more successful he was likely to be, and 
that was the aim he always had in view. But he must 
say that at times when he had been dissatisfied with his 
operation, and when he felt sure he had not removed 
everything, he had noticed the animal recover. 

Mr. Smitu, who briefly took part in the discussion, 
said he had had several cases of scirrhus cord. He had 
sometimes not taken the whole of the matter away, but 
the cases had turned out alright. 

The Hon. Sec. said he wished to tender his sincere 
thanks to Professor Pritchard for the very instructive 
and able address he had favoured them with. He should 
like to know whether Professor Pritchard had had any 
experience in the internal treatment of weak iodide of 
potassium in cases of fistula. The method he usually 
adopted in cases of quittor was to syringe the sinus out 


ted by Messrs. Watts and Jobson, of Dudley) represented’ 
the defendant. 

Mr. Jelf, in opening the case for the plaintiff, ex- 
plained that the latter was a jcbmaster, and kept 22 
horses at the Dudley Arms Hotel Mews and 12 at the 
Inhedge Mews, Dudley. Defendant was a maltster and 
also a corn and forage merchant, aud the action was 
brought by plaintiff in consequence of a breach of war- 
ranty of certain food for horses recommended as most 
excellent, but which turned out to have poisonous ingre- 
dients in it, and had the effect of producing enormous 
damage to his client. Plaintiff had dealt on previous 
occasions with the defendant, who called on him on the 
29th of September and asked him to go to the Parrott 
Inn close by. Plaintiff accepted the invitation of the 
defendant, and the latter, when there, opened the sub. 
ject of a most excellent food which he had and recom- 
mended the plaiutiff to buy. The latter had not been in 
the habit of using peas at all for his horses, but on the 
defendant telling him that he had some peas of an ex- 
cellent and nutritious character which he was using for 
his own horses with great success. he induced plainti ff 
to buy 25 bags of them at 11s. 6d. per bag. He bought 
those peas entirely upon the recommendation and war- 
ranty of the defendant that they were fit food for horses. 
The goods were supplied, and a few days later the plain- 





with hot water and then inject a solution of bichloride of 
mercury, afterwards packing the sinus tightly with | 
cotton wvol and applying a blister to the coronet in three | 
or four days time. | 

The CHarRMAN also joined in the thanks to Profeseor | 
Pritchard. He himself was a great believer in the knife | 
and blister. Time forbade him continuing the discussion 
further. 

Professor PrircHARD replied. In reference to the sur- 
prise which his statement regarding the treatment of 
scirrhous cord had occasioned, he could not help smiling | 
to himself at the remarks of Mr. Green. The latter said 
that operations which had not been satisfactory at the | 
time had been attended with good results. That was 
exactly how he (Professor Pritchard) came to the conclu- 


sion that removing a portion was as effectual as removing | 
the whole. | 

Mr. Goocn exhibited a case of tooth instruments. A 
vote of thanks was accorded to him for his kindness in 
submitting them for inspection—proposed by Mr. Green, 
and seconded by Mr. Malcolm. 

A vote of thanks to Prof. Pritchard for his address was | 
passed, on the motion of Mr. Carless, Stafford ; seconded 
by Mr. Malcolm. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Carless, Worcester, for tak- 


ing the chair in the absence of the president, was also 
passed, 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


EE 


POISONING BY INDIAN “ PEAS.” 


-_—_—_—— 


en Day, in the Nisi Prius Court of the Bir- 
rw 8 YT eee i was occupied for the best part of Mon- 
Wood. ae 1n hearing the action of Whitmore v. 
aes ” o4 = an action in which John Robinson Whit 
Mee. D e udley Arms Hotel Mews and the Inhedge 

8, Dudley, sought to recover damages for alleged 


re ; “= ; 
ach of warranty from John Vincent W ood, maltster, 


of Eve Hill, Dudley. 


Mr. Jelf, Q.C., and Mr. Parfitt (instructed by Mr. 
hampton) appeared for the plaintifl, 
ungand Mr. A. T. Lawrence (instruc: 


Fuster, of Wolver 
and Mr. Alfred Yo 


tiff had occasion to go to London, and whilst he was 
away the peas were used according to the instructions 
which he had given to his horsekeeper. The horses were 


fed for some days, and then plaintiff was summoned from 


London by a letter from his foreman. He returned home 
and found a deplorable state of affairs going on. There 
had been a great sickness amongst his horses at both the 


'mews. Remedies were tries; but ultimately Mr. Green, 


a well known veterinary surgeon, was called in, and 
examined all the food which the horses had been eating. 
There were two bags remaining of the 25 that had been 
supplied by the defendant, and a sample was taken from 
them. That sample was found to be a vetchling which 
grew on a barren ground in India, and Mr. Green gave 


it as his opinion that it was the cause of the illness in 


the horses. On the 16th of January Dr. Warmington 


| was called in, and examined asample of the food, which 
| he pronounced to be Lathyrus sativus, which was very 


deleterious to horses. On the 11th of February Mr. 
Parker, the well-known veterinary surgeon, was called in, 
and arrived at the same conclusion as Dr. Warmington 


/and Dr. Voelcker. The latter was a gentleman who had 


been to India, amongst other things, to enquire into this 
matter for scientific purposes. Counsel proposed to call 


all those gentlemen to prove that the stuff was Lathyrus 


sativus. It was used as fodder in its green state, but, 
like many other plants, developed poison when it grew to 


‘seed. In quantities the Lathyrus sativus was poisonous. 


What counsel had to impress upon the jury was that the 
defendant got the plaintiff to purchase the stuff and gave 
him no warning that it was to be treated otherwise than 
an ordinary corn ford for the horses, counsel contending 
that if he could prove the facts he had stated, plaintiff 
would be entitled to-be recouped for the loss which had 
been occasioned by the breach of warranty. Counsel 
went on to say that certain schedules were put iu under 


| the different heads of damages, and it would take a long 


time if they were to go into every separate question. He 
suggested that if the question of liability could be dis- 
posed of by the verdict, it would be reasonable to get 
some gentleman to make a report on the question of 
damage, if the jury should be satisfied as to the question 
of damage. If that suggestion met the view of his lord- 
ship and his learned friends, he would devote himself, 
in the first instance, to prove what the stuff was, and 
what it did. 

Mr. Alfred Young said he could not accept his friend’s 
suggestion, because there were a great many matters 
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connected with the damage portion of the case which 
were very essential. 

Further discussion ensued, and his Lordship said that 
as the case would involve along hearing he would put 
it back as part heard until after the other three special 
jury cases. 

Mr. Jelf remarked that that would be very hard on his 
client as one of the special jury cases was a very long one. 
[t was a triangular case, and was about the pvisoning of 
a man. 

His Lordship: This is poisoning some 30 horses, and 
each horse is a separate case. 

Ultimately his Lordship decided that he would hear 
the case. He could, he said, deal with the question of 
liability, and could reserve to himself to determine av the 
end of the case what course he should take with reference 
to damages. 

The plaintiff, who was then examined by Mr. Jelf, 
stated that he saw defendant in the Parrot Inu, on the 
27th of September, 1894. Defendant said he had some 
stuff which he had been feeding his own horses on, and 
plaintiff gave an order for 25 bags at 11s. 6d. a bag. De- 
fendant said they were Indian peas, and very good peas 
for horses. He saw the horses ou their retarn from 
London, and they were in a very bad state. They were 
weak in the forelegs and roared badly. 

At this point Mr. Young said he had been talking to 
his client, and he wonld raise no objection to his Lord- 
ship’s suggestion. He then proceeded to cross-examine 
the plaintiff, who stated that before he ordered the peas 
in the Parrot Inn defendant did not show him any sam- 
ple. Defendant did not say, “They are old corn; I 
have had them for twelve months. They will do to mix 
with new.”’ Nor did he say, “ You must take it for 
better or worse, the same as you tvok your wife.” 
(Laughter.) He could not tell whether twenty of the 
bags in which the corn came from defendant’s were Mid- 
land Railway Company’s sacks. He had them from 
defendant’s, and it was uo business of his to uotice 
where they came from. Neither of the two bags from 
which the samples were taken bore the name of the Mid- 
land Railway Company or Mr. Wood. He admitted 
that his memory was bad, but denied that whilst he was 
having tea with defendant’s wife he said that his 
memory was so bad, and that he would not say he did 
not have a sample. 
the instigation of the Society for the Prevention of 
‘Cruelty to Animals. 

Re-examined : He suffered from epileptic fits, and it 
was through them that his memory was bad. He did 
not remember how many of the sacks in which the peas 
came were Midland Railway sacks, Wood’s, or anybody 
else’s; but his men would know. He was sure there 
were no samples shown him. The ailment of his horses 
could not have been caused by any sore cr abrasion. It 
was a form of paralysis and roaring, and six horses died. 
Plaintiff was sure the peas from which the sample was 
taken were those supplied by defendant, but he had had 
no others in for some years. 

Alfred Gibbs, the horsekeeper to the plaintiff, said he 
remembered the twenty-five bags coming from the de- 
fendant’s, and they were ultimately taken to the corn 
room. The horses were fed with them, aud they fell ill. 
The samples taken for examination were taken from two 
of the sacks where were sent by the defendant. The 
mixture on which the horses were fed cousisted of bran 
oats, peas, and some chaff. Two sacks produced in 
court were identified by witness as two of the sacks sent. 
__ He was subjected to along cross-examination as to the 
identity of the bags. 

James Smart, foreman in the employ of the plaintiff 
remembered the 25 bags being brought and taken up- 
stairs to the corn-room. The peas were used after being 
mixed by Gibbs. The horses became ill, and witness 


His cabmen had been prosecuted at | 


wrote to his master. About 27 horses in all were 


affected. 

Abraham Green, veterinary inspector for the borough 
of Dudley, said that he inspected the plaintiff’s horses 
of the 26th December, 1894. There were symptoms of 
partial paralysis, and the animals roared very badly and 
fell after being trotted about 10 yards. It was a recog. 
nised result of lathyrus sativus, and he suspected that 
they had been fed on that article from their symptoms, 
He examined the beans, oats, and bran, and found them 
to be of good quality. He asked for peas. Some were 
produced, aud he sent them to Dr. Warmington, who pro- 
nounced them to ve lathyrus sativus. 

Dr. Messiter stated that plaintiff kept his horses in 
fairly good condition, and Drs. Warmington and 
Veelcker gave evidence that the sample sent to them for 
examination were lathyrus sativus. Dr. Voelcker said it 
was an injurious food, and should not be given to horses 
or cattle of any kind. 

Two witnesses were then called to show that no 
sample was shown to plaintiff before he made the 
bargain. 
| This concluded the case for the plaintiff, and 

Mr. Young, in defence, contended that the plaintiff 
had not clearly made out that the two bays from which 
the samples were taken for examination were part of the 
consignment of the corn sent by defendant to plaintiff. 
He theu criticised the way in which the latter had given 
his evidence, drawing the jury’s atiention to the fact 
that he had stated that his memory was bad. Counsel 
further stated that he should call evidence to show that 
plaintiff tested a sample of the corn before he ageced to 
purchase it from defendant. 

The latter was then put in the box, and said that in 
| May, 1893, he bought a lot of peas from Messrs. Taps- 

cotts, of Liverpool. They were what were known as 
| Indian peas, and he had some of them mixed with 
Euglish peas and beans. There was only 10 per cent. 
| of the Indian peas in the mixture. He had some kibbled 
| and showed the sample to the plaintiff, who agreed to 
| purchase 25 bags at 11s, 6d. per bag. None of the 
corn went away in the two sacks that were produced in 
Court. 

The defendant was under cross examination when the 
| Court rose. 

On the resumption of the case ou Tuesday, 
| The defeudant said that the fodder was a mixture of 
| beans, Indian peas, and maple peas. A bulk sample was 

produced to the plaintiff, who had full opportunity of 
knowing what it was befure ordering. There were only 
five bags of Indian peas, which were kibbled with beans 
and maple leaves. He produced a sample from the mix- 
ture, which he said was totally different from lathyrs 
| sativus. 

Defendaut’s wife and a number of other witnesses 
| were called, who said the fodder consisted of ten bags 
| of maple peas and five bags each of beans and Indian 
| peas. 
| His Lordship said he should put it to the jury whether 
| the contract was kept or broken. If the contract had 
| been fulfilled there was an end of the case. 

Mr. A. Young, addressing the jury, said his case ¥4# 
that the contract was for a mixture of five bags of lathyrws 
sativus, ten bags of maple peas, and ten bags of beans. 
Even a poisonous drug—strychnine for instance—¥¥ 
not only harmless, but beneficial, when properly adultes 
ted, and the same thing might be said with regard to the 
Indian peas. 

The Judge said it was impossible to conceal the fact 
that one side or the other must be telling what was 2 
the truth. the 

The jury, upon the question of liability, found for ¥ 
plaintiff for an amvunt to be assessed by an arbitrator. 
Dudley Herald. 
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THE IRISH VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


The Irish Weekly Independent says in reference to the 
proposed College :— 

“ Taking for granted that this £15,000 will come to 
hand, it remains for the Irish people to see that it will 
be used aright for the carrying on of the work for which 
it was granted ; and if such is to be the case the people 
who are to rule the destinies of this institution should 
be such as are directly concerned in veterinary science, 
or whose interests are identical with or dependent on it. 
Who are those ?—they are the veterinary surgeons and 
agriculturists of Ireland. Veterinary science is mainly 
used for looking after the health of the animals of the 
farm. Valuable advantage may be derived from it in the 
study of comparative pathology, and from this stand. 
point it may be of great interest to members of the 
medical faculty ; but such an issue should not or does 
not come up for consideration now, and as the Irish 
Veterinary College is being instituted for the enhance- 
ment of the stockowner’s interests, it should be the 
stockowner’s duty to look after it. If he does not cherish 
it no one else will. As matters stand at present, there 
are twenty-eight governors appointed to rule over the 
institution, and ot this entire number there are not more 
than half adozen who can claim a feasible interest in 
either veterinary science or agriculture; nevertheless, 
out of the large sum of money taken out of the over- 
taxed Irish stoukowner’s pocket the mite that is set apart 
for his especial benefit is to be placed in the hands of 
men entirely ignorant of his interests. As an excuse for 
this absurd procedure we should like to give those latter- 
day advocates of veterinary science the credit of being 
actuated by a philanthropic spirit towards the perform- 
ing of a duty in which they should be disinterested ; but 
the past history of the agitation for the Irish Veterinary 
College debars the nominees of the Royal Dublin Society, 
which, modestly enough, happens to be only twelve in 
number, from claiming excuse on such grounds. About 
eleven years ago the establishment of a Veterinary 
School in Ireland came prominently before the public 
from the fact of a lively discussion having taken place 
regarding it at a meeting of tha Royal Dublin Society. 
If we mistake not it was a Mr. Ferguson who acted as its 
champion at the time. This gentlemen asked the society 
to grant out of their larga reserve fund a sum of £15,000 
to found a Veterinary College in Dublin. He argued 
that if the Royal Dublin Society took a lively iuterest in 
Irish agriculture this was not an unreasonable demand 
to make on their funds, since veterinary science is a 
scientific branch of agriculture. His proposition received 
a very severe handling, its treatment was akin to that 
which a rabid dog at large receives from the public. 
Needless to remark, it died a sudden and untimely death. 
But matters have changed since. The untiring efforts of 
Mr, Field, have again forced this question into public 
notoriety. In its behalf the Government are advancing 
£15,000, and, wonderful to relate, the growls aud suvarls 
of this same learned Society are now metamorphosing 
into Winning smiles. 

_ It is to be hoped that the Irish stockowner, for whose 
interest the college is about being founded, will not 
allow himself to be fooled by the actions of certain gen- 
tlemen, which smack so strongly of impertinence aud 
a: We wonder was the Irish Cattletraders’ and 
me Owners’ Associatiou asked to nominate avy of the 

uty-eight governors? A glance at their names 


poy our query in the negative. Yet this is the 
t ee all others which takes an especial interest in 
in af h are of our live stock industry. Its constitution 

or the people, and its actions have the sympathy and 


SWINE FEVER—GROSS NEGLIGENCE, 


In the Thorpe Division, Essex, on November 18th. 
Present—Mr. E. K. Norman (in the chair), Rev. A. Page, 
Colonel R. P. Davis, Mr. J. Smith, and Mr. J. Woodgate. 

Inspector Wapling reported six outbreaks of swine 
fever, affecting 162 pigs, which had all been slaughtered, 
Inspector Terry also reported two suspected outbreaks. 

Criticising the delay of the Board of Agriculture in 
confirming some of the outbreaks, the Rev. A. Page said 
that in one instance the fever-striken pigs were going 
about spreading the infection all about the country for a 
fortnight— The Chairman said the case had been 
reported, and yet the owner lost the pigs. He thought 
it was a very hard case.—The Magistrates’ Clerk (Mr. H. 
W. Jones) stated that a resolution was sent up from the 
sub-committee on the subject some time back, but no 
notice had been taken of it.—The Rev. A. Page suggested 
that they might remind them that they had not had an 
answer, and call their attention to the cases.—The Chair- 
man said all the pigs might have died in the interval 
between the case being reported and the confirmation of 
it, and the unlucky owner would receive no compensa- 
tion.—Inspector Wapling: The Board sends a veterinary 
surgeon about once a week till they find the swine suffering 
from the disease.—Rev. A. Page: Pending the confirma- 
tion of swine fever is any disinfecting process gone 
through or applied ?—Inspector Wapling : No.— Rev. A. 
Page: Then it is a positive evil to the public that the 
Agricultural Department should interfere at all, because 
any sensible owner who suspected swine fever would 
probably disinfect his premises at once, instead of which 
we have a delay of a fortnight because the Board of 
Agriculture pretends to be stamping out the disease. It 
is perfectly evident that what is being done at present 
is worse than useless, because the disease is being spread 
in all parts instead of being stamped out. You can 
easily see why.—Ultimately it was resolved that the Clerk 
should write to the Board of Agriculture, calling 
attention to the fact that no answer to the resolution 
above referred to had been received.—Colchester Mercury. 





Diseases of Animals 1895. 


The health of the live stock of the country has, on the 
whole, been satisfactory, though an exception must be 
made in connection with swine fever. Nota single case 
of pleuro-pneumonia or of foot-and-mouth disease has 
been recorded in Great Britain this year, aud at length 
there appear to be substantial grounds for congratulating 
ourselves on the eradication of these dreaded diseases 
amongst our flocks and herds. The necessity of unceas- 
ing vigilance is, however, shown by the fact that pleuro- 
pveumonia was detected in various cargoes of animals 
shipped to one or other of our ports. Anthrax has been 
rather less prevalent than in 1893 or 1894, though more 
so than in 1892. Cases of glanders have been more 
numerous than in 1894, but less than in the two preced- 
ing years. Rabies showed a great increase, the number 
of cases in 1895 being three times as many as in 1894. 
The position with regard to swine fever remains un- 
altered, notwithstanding the fact that during the year 
about 70,000 pigs were slaughtered on account of the 
disease, whilst about 11,000 died, the numbers in each 
case exceedivg those for 1894. The prevalence of scab 
in sheep imported as stores iuto Great Britain, and the 
risk of infection thus caused, led the Board of Agr cul. 
ture, on November 27, to issue the Foreign Animals 
(Amendment) Order of 1895, whereby live sheep brought 
over from any part of North America must be slaughtered 
at the port of debarcation. This desirable regulation 





‘Sanction of the Irish farming world. 


comes into operation on January 1, 1896. A subject 
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that has been widely discussed during the year is that of 
bovine tuberculosis, but so far no proposed method of 
procedure has commanded general approval. Abortion 
in cows and ewes is another matter that continues to 
receive attention, and on December 11 the President of 
the Board of Agriculture extended a favourable reception 
to a deputation from the council of the Royal Agricul- 
tural Society, who urged the importance of an exhaustive 
inquiry into the nature and causes of abortion being 
undertaken by the Government. 








DEATH FROM ANTHRAX AT TAUNTON 
HOSPITAL. 


Mr. Foster Barham held an inquest at the Taunton 
and Somerset Hospital, on 18th Decemter, on the body 
of Henry Hanford, a farm labourer, who had been in the 
employ of Mr. James Tapp, of Broford farm, King’s 
Brompton, near Dulverton. On the 8th inst. a bullock, 
the property of Mr, Tapp, died from anthrax, and on the 
following day Hanford and another mav named Edwin 
Thomas were ordered to remove the carcase and bury it. 
Mr. Down, a veterinary surgeon, of Bampton, told them 
to be careful how they did it, and that they were vot to 
‘touch the blood. An inspector also saw the bullock, 
which he stated had died from anthrax. After burying 
the bullock Hanford and Thomas washed together in 
carbolic acid and water. After the deceased had wiped 
he complained that his right arm itched, and rubbed some 
carbolic acid on a spot which had appeared. He worked on 
the two following days, but his hand became black and 
his arm was bandaged. Dr. Sydenham, of Dulverton, 
then saw Hanford, and by the aid of a microscope dis- 
covered that the matter from his right arm and also his 
blood coutained the bacilli of anthrax. The doctor 
ordered his removal to Taunton Hospital. At this time 
he had on his arm two small abscesses, which were 
surrounded by a good deal of inflammation. On his 
reachiug the hospital it was found necessary to ampvtate 
the arm, and Hanford gradually sank, and Sunday died 
of prustration, At the inquest evidence was given by Dr. 
Sydenham, Dr. Maidlow, (house-surgeon at the hospital), | 
and Edwin Thomas, Dr. Sydenham said that when an 
animal affected with anthrax was touched men should be 
careful that they had no sore places. In this case the 
bacilli passed from the abscesses into the blood, and so 
caused death. The deceased had told him he had nosore 
places on his arm when he handled the carcase. A very 

small puncture was sufficient for the bacilli to enter. 
Witness thought there was no negligence on the part of 
the employer, but considered that if Hanford had been 
seen by a medical man earlier his life might have been | 
saved. The jury returned a verdict of ‘‘ Death from 

anuthrax,’’—Bristol Times. 











When in the year 1881 a member of the New South | 
Wales Legislature, in moving the address in reply to the 
Governor’s speech, expressed his regret that the Minis- 
terial programme did not include a Bill to deal with the 
rabbit pest he was laughed at for his pains, and another 
member met the suggestion with the remark that “ they 
might as well propose a Bill for the extermination of 
fleas.” But since that time there has been a good deal 
of legislation, though not much scope for further witti- 
cisms, on the rabbit question in Australia. The gravity 
of the evil was fully realised not many years after, when 
it was found that, although the Government of New 
South Wales had paid tor the skins of 27 000,000 rabbits 
in the course of a single 12 months, there were actually 


THE RABBIT WAR IN AUSTRALIA. 





more rabbits at the end of the year than there were at 
the beginning! Since 1883, too, New South Wales 
alone has spent considerably over £1,000,000 in what has 
become a veritable war against the rabbits—one item in 
the precautionary measures taken being the eretion of no 
fewer than 15,000 miles of rabbit-proof netting ; but, all 
the same, the Crown has upon its hands something like 
7,000,000 acres of land in the western and central divis- 
ions which have been abandoned, largely owing to the 
gravity ot the pest. And now the “bitter cry”’ which 
has been raised in New South Wales, in Victoria, in 
South Australia, in Tasmania, and in New Zealand is 
spreading to Queensland. Mr. A. M‘Dowall, the sur- 
veyor-geueral for that colony, has recently presented a re- 
port in which he makes the doleful announcement that 
as regards Quesnsland all the precautions against rabbits 
have been undertaken too late; that over hundreds of 
square miles the animals have established themselves in 
such numbers that any idea of eradicating them is hope- 
less; and that in some places he has found the ground 
literally white with the bones of dead rabbits. “ Al- 
though,” he says, “ grass and feed are so scarce as to 
reduce ordinary stock to very low condition—in fact, 
most of the country is in such a state of drought as to 
be destitute of grass—yet the rabbits, eating the bark 
and small twigs of bushes, keep in excellent condition, 
and generally when killed were found as fat as seals. 
Thus the problem “ How to get rid of the rabbits ” has 
become the question of the day in Queensland, and the 
solution is by no means easy to find. The former system 
of employing men to kill the rabbits has proved a com- 
plete failure. At one time the New South’Wales 
Government had as many as 3,000 men employed solely 
in the work of rabbit destruction, and some of these men 
were earning £12 per week. It was, in fact, a good 
business, which men were careful not to spoil. The 
practice was for parties of professional rabbiters ‘0 
settle down in thickly infested country, and speedily kill 
multitudes of rabbits; but as soon as the numbers were 
greatly thinned a longer stay was unremunerative. 
“ No attempt,” says an official report on the subject, 
“at extermination is made. The party moves on to 
another place favourable for its operations, leaving the 
remaining rabbits to multiply ready for its next visit.” 
Then the New South Wales Government, it may be 
remembered, offered a reward of £25,000 to auy person 
or persons who could suggest a really efficient method 
of getting rid of the pest; but although this liberal 
offer led to the receipt of no fewer than 2,000 schemes 
from all parts uf the world, nove of them were regard 
as satisfactury, and the offer was afterwards withdrawn. 
‘he domestic cat was introduced, and in certain limit 
areas did much service. Poisons were largely resorted 
to, and ferrets, stoats, and weasels have been imported 10 
thousands into some of the colonies, and have increase 
fast. But hitherto the rabbits, owing to the rate at whieh 
they multiply, have managed not only to hold their owt, 
but tv constantly spread over new ground, carrying 
destruction with them wherever they go. [n the i 
years endiog with 1893 nearly 68,000,000 erage 
valued at £402,000, were exported from Victuria, wit. - 
counting the large quantities used by hat manufacture 
in the colony, one establishment alone using 31 4,400 —_ 
year ; yet, notwithstanding all tnis slaughter, the prese 
infested area throughout the colony 1s _estimat a 
the Chief Inspector at uo less than 37,750,000 | of 
Adding to the direct expenditure the deprete tie 
the grazing values of the laud, the losses to the colo 
concerned amount to millions of pounds sterling. inter 
The final outcome of Royal Commissions, ° “ 
cvlonial conferences, and of the testing of every P oct 
method of extermination, is that the most bs ae 
method of dealing with the evil is found to be + which 
struction of raboit proof netting, by means ° 
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the animals can be kept from areas not yet infested ; can 
be shut off from food supplies; and can be more 
effectually dealt with locally. The length of some of 
these fences is enormous. There is one starting at 
Barringun, on the Queensland border, and following the 
Main Trunk Line from Bourke to Corowa—a distance of 
407 miles ; and there is another along the entire western 
boundary of New South Wales—a distance of 346 miles. 
The Queensland Government, too, have erected a similar 
fence along a considerable portion of the northern 
boundary of New South Wales ; but the Surveyor General 
of Queeusland, in the report already referred to, says 
that “the rabbits must have come through the fence in 
mods and droves of innumerable multitudes at some 
time,” and thus have established themselves in Queens- 
land as well. This, of course, is the weak point in 
regard to fences, which are liable to break down in places, 
more especially in times of flood and where they cross 
over creeks ; while the keeping of constant supervision 
over the fences, so that immediate repairs can be done 
where openings appears, is quite impracticable where the 
distances are so great. In many instances countless 
thousands of rabbits have been seen on one side of a fence 
dead or dying of starvation, after eating all the available 
food supplies, and leaping up at the fence in their 
attempts to surmount it. One can imagine how they 
would rush through in the event of any opening appear- 
ing, and how a single break in the fence might be the 
doom of a country not previously infested.—The Times 


A NEW SERUM REMEDY. 





Important news comes to us once more from that 
laboratory of miracles, the Pasteur Institute. One of its 
staff, Dr. Marmoreck, an Austrian, claims to have dis- 
covered, after four years’ study, a serum which has the 
power of combating erysipelas and puerperal fever, and, 
indeed, all affections caused by the microbe known as 


said that he had taken enough poison to kill two horses, 
and that it was all up with him. She, however, did not 
believe him, as on previous occasions he had tried to 
frighten them by drinking coloured water and telling 
them it was poison. He sat down ina chair and fell 
asleep, but soon afterwards a change came over him, so 
she sent for a doctor, who on arrival said that her hus- 
band had taken poison, and it was too late to save his 
life. Death ensued the same night.—Albert Edward 
Stewart, a son of the deceased, said that he saw his 
father drink some poison out of a bottle he had in his 
pocket, but did not send fora doctor until two hours 
later.—The Coroner: | suppose the fact of the matter is, 
he was such a bad lot that you were glad to see the end 
of him.—Witness: No, sir. [ thought he would get 
over it, and we were glad to have peace and quietness 
when he fell asleep.—The Coroner : Well, your conduct 
seems extraordinary to me.—Witness: But you didn’t 
know my father as well as we did.—Dr. Hugh Clayton 
Fox, of St. Aun’s Road, stated that he was called to see 
the deceased, who was lying on the floor in a comatose 
state, suffering from opinm poisoning. He died shortly 
after from the effects of the drug. He had evidently 
taken about 5}0z., half an ounce being sufficient to kill.— 
The jury returned a verdict of suicide whilst in a state of 
intoxication. 


[This name does not appear on the Register of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons.—Ep. 





Foxhounds Poisoned. 


When out huntivg in the neighbourhood of Linton, 
Buckinghamshire, several of the Grafton pack picked up 
some poisoned meat in a field, and svon after reaching 
the kennels three died, including the valuable stud hound 
Diamond. Mr. Davis, veterinary surgeon, Towcester 
discovered strychnine in the intestines, which have been 
sent to London for further examination.—Daily News. 





streptococcus. This microbe is the chief agent of those 
affections of more or less gravity which complicate typhoid | 
fever, scarlatina, smallpox, ete., and to it are due the 

cases of infection after surgical operations. Man is par- 

ticularly susceptible to its ravages. For the preparation | 
of his serum Dr. Marmoreck uses horses. For some 
weeks he has been experimenting in the hospitals on | 
patients suffering not merely from erysipelas but from 

puerperal affections and broncho-pneumonia. Moreover 
the efficacy of the serum in the case of diphtheria to sup- | 
plement Dr. Roux’s specific is, according to him, demon- | 
strated. The children who die in spite of Dr. Roux’s | 
serum are carried off by the streptocuccus, and this dan- | 
ger therefore is dispelled by the combined treatment of 
the two serums. The Institute is preparing horses vac- 
Cinated with the two microbes.— Times. 


Inquest on a V.S. | 
Mr. Alfred Hodgkinson held an inquest on 31st Dec. | 
at Tottenham respecting the death of Kaynham Stewart, | 
53, a veterinary surgeon, lately residing at 23, Suffolk 
th ad, West Green. —Emma Stewart, the widow, stated | 
at for the past two years her husband had been an in- 
Veterate drinker, and for over twelve months he had 
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THE PROGRESSIVE HYPODERMIC CASE. 


This Registered Syringe and case possesses advan- 


te been sober. The drink had so affected his brain tages over others offered to the profession, not the 
st for days together he went raving mad, and on re- | Jeast being its extreme portability, and the novel 


turning home he 
vie frequently said he would murder her, and then kill | 
un Me » but her sons had seen that she was vever left 
“a. Oa Sunday afternoon her husband re- | 
self j ome from a drinking bout, and fastened him- 

nthe bedroom. Later on he came downstairs and | 


would smash everything in the place. | deyice for storing a large number of doses in the tubes 
in exact doses. 


Hitherto solutions and compressed pellets have 


been the only means of adopting a most valuable 
mode of treatment, but both are eminently unsatis- 
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factory. If solutions are carried in bottles or tubes, 
the alkaloid may crystallise round the stopper, and 
baftle all attempts to prevent it; whilst if pellets are 
used they are either so hard that they require to be 


crushed in a mortar and dissolved in hot water, or 


so soft that they break in the tube from friction, and 
thus render accurate doseage an impossibility. By an 
improved method, pellets are now made perfectly 
soluble, yet hard enough to prevent breakage in 
warrying. 

By the use of this syringe and the new pellets all 
uncertainty and inconvenience is obviated, and hypo- 
dermic medication may be resorted to with the 
greatest confidence that the best results will be ob- 
tained. All that is necessary to do is to unscrew the 
nozzle of the syringe, pull down the piston rod, and 
place a few drops of water in the barrel, which forms 
a receptacle for dissolving the pellet. Replace the 
nozzle and the solution is ready for use. Having 
carefully inserted the needle (which is much finer 
than the usual hypo-needle) under the skin of the 
animal, plug the nozzle of the syringe into the boss 
of the needle and inject the dose. 

The pellets are made by Messrs. Corbyn Stacey & 
Co., 22 Great St. Helens, a full list of which may be 
obtained upon application. 

The Progressive Hypodermic Case is made by Mr. 
Huish, Croydon, at a cost of 21s. for case, etc., with 
4 tubes, or at 17/6, with two. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
SUICIDE OF A VETERINARY SURGEON.—A 
CORRECTION. 
Sir, 

In your issue of the 14th ult. is an account of the sui- 
cide of a veterinary surgeon at Pinxton. I wish to point 
out that Mr. Dalby was not a veterinary surgeon, neither 
qualified nor registered, but was simply head horsekeeper 
to the Colliery Company. He attended to the minor 
ailments of the horses and was locally known as the 
“ horse doctor,” but when professional aid has been re- 
quired I have acted as V.S. for the company. Your para. 

raph has doubtless been copied from the local papers 
and I shall be pleased if you will correct it in the next 


issue.— Yours faithfully, 
Jno. R. Green, F.R.C.V\S. 





PHYSIOLOGICAL TEMPERATURE. 
Six, 

In av article by Mr. W. Willis upon the subject in last 
week’s Veterinary Record, he says, “ If we accept 100°5 as 
a standard of health.” This temperature (100°5) can 
only be accepted for horses during middle life, if I may 
so term it, there being such a wide disparity between the 
temperature of early youth and old age. 

Also in the same article he mentions that a tem pera- 
ture of 106 produced by work aided by climatic influences 
will fallin an hour or two to 102, then gradually to 
normal. 

I have experimented considerably with horses this 
last four years in noting the rise and fall of temperatures 
physiologically and otherwise, aud recorded the time in 
these changes, but it has not been my experience for a 
temperature of 106 to recede in the time mentioned 
above, I invariably take the temperature before start- 
ing, then cause the animal to undergo some sharp exer- 


tion, again noting the temperature, then placing the 
animal under favourable circumstances to cool down, and 
in the meantime taking the temperature every fifteen 
minutes until the temperature preceding the exercise is 
reached. 

I should be extremely obliged to Mr. Willis if he 
would mention through the medium of your paper, for 
my edification, the condition of the horses preceding the 
exertion, because there is no difficulty in getting a high 
degree of fever in horses where the temperature is 
slightly elevated before exertion. Very high tempera- 
tures with accelerated breathing have been seen after a 
good run with the hounds when the atmospheric tem. 
perature has been almost down to zero.—Yours faith- 


fully, 
Davin Puan, M.R.C.V.S., 
Pennard House, Sevenoaks. 


TREATMENT OF OPEN-JOINT. 
Sr1r, 

Having read with great interest an “ Elbow Case” by 
Mr. Frank G. Ashley, in your last number, [ am remind- 
ed of a case 1 had some fifteen years ago. It was a per- 
sistent case of oper hock joint, and do what I would! 
could not get it to close. I fortunately saw in a current 
number of The Veterinary Journal an account of a case 
treated by the shellav process, and I may say I lost no 
time in giving it a trial, with perfect success. I have 
had a great many cases siuce then and they have all done 
well. In the first place I give a full dose of physic, then 
place the animal in the slings, clip all hair fram the 
wound, dry well, then place a small piece of oil skin on 
the opening, then paint over with a camel-hair brush tie 
shellac sol. continually until a perfect shield is formed. 
I raake my solution as follows: 11d. of best shellac tos 
pint of spts. meth. with continual shaking until thor- 
oughly dissolved. For those who have not given its 
trial is my apology for troubling you for this insertion.— 
Yours obediently, 

T. J. Stmpson, M.R.C.V.S. 

Ruthin, North Wales. 


STIMULANTS IN INFLUENZA. 
Sir, 
In your last issue, my friend Mr. E. Wallis Hoare, ™ 
an article entitled “ The Indications and Contra Indi- 
cations of Stimulants and Counter-Irritants in the 
Treatment of Respiratory Diseases” refers to remarks 
made by me at the North of England Veterinary Modi- 
cal Association meeting, held recently’ ‘ 
It is not my desire or intention to enter into @ frult- 
less discussion with him. My remarks were directed t0 
the treatment of the various forms of influenza, aud [am 
firmlyof opinion that in the treatment of the various forms 
_of this disease, that stimulants and counter-irritants 4! 
not indicated. Why should we differ at all, as to 4 
various methods of treating any disease? I am perfect 
satisfied with the success that attends my methods ° 
treating influenza in all its forms, and trust that Sr. 
E. Wallis Hoare is just as satisfied with his methods.— 


I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 
W. Owen WILLIAMS. 
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